
Week 1: give
Bottom Line: Giving connects you to something bigger.
Scripture References: 2 Corinthians 9:7; Acts 4:32-35; Acts 4:36-37; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 1 Corinthians 
10:26; Matthew 6:25-27; James 4:17

Your goal this week is to begin to show students how giving is beyond obligation or personal benefit. Giving connects us  to 
someone else’s story. Help students follow the trail of giving. Encourage students not only to give as they see a need, but to make 
giving a regular part of their lives. Help them discover how their giving habits relate to their relationship with God and connect them 
to something bigger—God’s heart.  

Create meaningful conversation. Adjust questions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to answer all of them. 

1. What are some examples of “random acts of kindness”?

2. If it feels good to give, why do you think so many people don’t give more, or at all?

3. What are some things you own or resources you have? Think about what you have and what you are able to give.

4. What are some ways you can make a difference through giving?

5. How do you think a lifestyle of giving would affect your life?

6. Why does God want us to give? 

7. The speaker mentioned that giving connects you to God. How does that work? Explain. 

8. What is something you learned from the lesson this week? 

Closing challenge: 
You have been given money as a small group. Now your task is to brainstorm ways to spend the money in a way that will connect 
you with something bigger. Try to think of something creative. Look into local opportunities like food banks, charities or ask if anyone 
in the group knows of something specific, like a family or a person in need at their school or in their neighborhood. 

When the small group goes to experience giving their money away, chronicle what happens either through a video camera or digital 
camera. This will help students follow the trail and connect the dots to where to their giving connects them to something bigger. The 
pictures, video or story will be a great way to share with the other small groups what each group did with the money.

After your experience, dialog with your group asking some of the following questions:
• What did you initially think when you were given the money?
• Did you think that this small amount could actually do something big?
• Were you excited or not when you were told to give the money away?
• How did you feel when you were able to give the money away?
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Week 2: spend
Bottom Line: Where you spend your time and money is a reflection of how you see God.
Scripture References: Matthew 6:19-25; Genesis 3:6; 1 Corinthians 10:23

We are all created to be creatures of wonder and of desire. Sometimes we turn our wonder on creation, and we marvel at 
our good and mighty God. Sometimes we desire peace in a turbulent situation or comfort for someone who is afflicted. But 
sometimes our desires go bad. This week your goal is to help students identify the difference between healthy and unhealthy 
desire, to distinguish between basic needs and potentially dangerous wants. This is the only week of the series we will discuss 
spending, so go crazy! Keep the discussion active and help students take a really honest look into their own spending habits. 

Create meaningful conversation. Adjust questions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to answer all of them. 

1. What is something that you must have? Why do you want it so bad?

2. What is the difference between need and want?

3. What do your current spending habits show you about where your heart is?

4. �Which body part does Matthew 6 warn us about, and why? Explain your choice. 
a. eyes 
b. mouth 
c. feet

5. What does it mean when we say that we “serve” our possessions?

6. How do we make sure our purchases and things that get our attention don’t rival God in our lives?

7. What is something you learned from the lesson this week?

Closing challenge: 
This week, encourage your students to keep a record of all the money they spend. Then later in the week send them a message 
asking them to reflect on their spending. You may want to ask them, “What are you investing in?” and “What motivated your 
purchases?” 
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Week 3:save 
Bottom Line: Saving lets you do something more with your money than you can do today.
Scripture References: 1 Kings 4:29-30; Proverbs 13:11; 21:5, 20; 2 Peter 2:19; 1 Corinthians 13:11; 2 
Corinthians 8:14; 1 John 3:17; Luke 12:16-21; Proverbs 11:28

Ten dollars a week, one night of baby sitting money or a part-time paycheck after taxes doesn’t seem like much. And if you’re 
saving up for an iPod, four months probably seems like an eternity. We live in a culture that moves fast. We can get a burger and 
fries in less than three minutes, and we can download new music in a matter of seconds. Unfortunately, saving takes time. Your 
goal this week is to help students dialogue about the benefits of saving money. Direct them to notice how patiently saving will set 
them free and open up possibilities in their future.  

Create meaningful conversation. Adjust questions as needed, and don’t feel like you need to answer all of them. 

1. Are you the kind of person who spends or saves? Why?

2. If you had $100 in your pocket right now, what would you do with it? If you had $1,000, what would you do with it?

3. What is something big you wish you could afford? Be realistic.

4. Can you think of examples in your life, or in someone else’s, where saving would have been better than spending? 

5. What do you think about the 80/10/10 rule? Do you remember what it stood for? Do you think you could follow it?

6. If you followed the 80/10/10 rule for a year, do you think your life would be any different? How?

7. �What are the benefits of saving, and why? Explain your choice. 
a. More money for you later (for spending or emergency funds) 
b. More money to help others later 
c. Following God’s commands 
d. All of the above

8. What is something you learned from the lesson this week?

Closing Challenge:
As a group, what can you do to give on an ongoing basis? Consider setting up a special fund for just your small group. Make 
weekly contributions to the fund and periodically do fund raisers to add to the fund (like working for donations to clean yards, 
baby sit, etc.)

You could use the money to support a Compassion International child (www.compassion.com). Or you could use the money 
to provide a donation fund for youth group retreats or mission trips. Find something your group is passionate about, and as a 
group, give to support that cause. 
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